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RURAL  DISTRICT  of  MACHYNLLETH 


REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  of  HEALTH 
for  the  year  ending 
3.1st  DECEMBER , 1938 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  . 
SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

AREA 

RESIDENT  POPULATION 


NURSING 

HOSPITALS 


RATEABLE  VALUE  Rural  Distri 

(Pennal  C.P). 


J . C .Ashton , M „B . , Ch . B . , 


96,376  acres. 


Rural  District  - 3,288 
1937  - 3,326 
Decrease  - 38 

Pennal  (Civil 

Parish ) - 348 

1937  - 346 

Increase  - 2 

Five  District  Nurses 
employed  by  voluntary 
organisations . 

Machynlleth  District 
Hospital  (Voluntary ) * 

King  Edward  VII  Memorial 
Hospital  for  Tuberculosis. 

Isolation  Hospital  for 
Infectious  Diseases  - 
Salop  County  Hospital 
(60  miles  away; 

;)  £7,096. 

£1,035. 


Penny  fate  yields  £28  in  Rural  District 

£4  in  Pennal  C.P. 


There  was  one  death  in  the  Rural  District  among  children 
under  twelve  months  old. 

No  deaths  from  Puerperal  causes,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough. 
Diarrhoea. 

Two  deaths  from  Cancer  in  Rural  District. 

Two  deaths  from  Cancer  in  Pennal  C.P, 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 
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Rural  District  - 


Live  Births  - 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Males. 

Eemales. 

Total . 

18 

24 

42 

1 

1 

2 

19 

25 

44 

Rate  per  13000  of  population  ...  13,3 

Stillbirths  - 

Legitimate  ......  3 - 3 

Illegitimate  ...... 

~3  J3 

Rate  per  1,000  of  children  born  ...  64 


Pennal  C.P.  - 

Live  Births  - 

Legitimate  ......  1 1 2 

Illegitimate  - 1 1 

~"I  ~2  ~3 


Rate  per  1,000  of  population  ...  8.62 


Stillbirths  ...  None. 


Rural  District  - 

Deaths  24  22 

Rate  per  1,000  of  population  ...  14 

Pennal  C.P.  - 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  - 7 

Rate  per  1,000  of  population  ...  20 
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LABORATORY  and  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES  - 
No  change. 


WATER  SUPPLIES  - 

As  previously  reported  the  majority  of  the  villages  and 
hamlets  depend  for  their  supplies  of  drinking  water 
upon  wells  and  springs  in  the  near  vicinity.  Eor  other 
purposes  the  inhabitants  make  use  of  the  stream  that 
passes  tnrough,  and  which  in  far  too  many  instances 
they  use  to  deposit  their  rubbish.  Although  attempts 
have  been  made  to  prevent  this  undesirable  practice, 
there  are  some  people  who  persist.  It  is  almost 
impossible  to  find  out  who  the  delinquents  are. 


'“>r/ 


(Page  3) , 


1 


water  Supplies  (ContTd)  - 

Every  precaution  has  been  taken  to  prevent  contamination 
of  wells  and  springs  by  grazing  cattle. 

During  the  past  few  months  the  attention  of  the  public 
throughout  Wales  has  been  drawn  to  the  absence  of 
water  sanitation  in  the  rural  houses  and  schools  of 
Montgomeryshire.  Had  those  who„rhave  made  these 
criticisms  been  conversant  witifyrural  conditions  they 
would  have  been  more  moderate  in  their  remarks.  The 
fact  of  the  matter  is  that  in  a large  number  of  these 
places  the  only  supplies  possible  are  those  that  are 
already  in  use.  Nor,  without  the  installation  of  a 
huge  engineering  scheme,  which  would  raise  water  from 
rivers  and  streams  in  the  rural  districts,  can  we  hope 
%o  see  established  water  sanitation  which  as  anyone 
possessing  the  most  elementary  knowledge  of  public 
health  matters  knows,  should  prevail  everywhere  where 
human  being  congregate. 

The  scarcity  of  water  compels  this  area  to  continue  the 
dry  closet  system. 


REFUSE  REMOVAL  - 

A refuse  cart  in  each  of  the  villages  clears  away  house 
refuse,  and  deposits  it  in  a central  dump.  Such  dumps 
cannot  be  considered  satisfactory,  and  a scheme  is  under 
consideration  to  have  all  refuse  carried  by  one  contractor 
to  a spot  far  removed  from  human  habitation. 


CESS-PQQLS  - 

In  the  parish  of  Pennal  a few  houses  possess  cess-pools, 
which  are  emptied  out  by  the  residents  to  whom  they 
belong. 


RIVERS  and  STREAMS  - 

There  is  no  evidence  that  measures  are  necessary  to 
check  pollution. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  of  the  AREA  - 

The  death  of  the  Sanitary . Inspector , early  last  October, 
prevents  me  from  including  the  Tabular  statement 
required  by  Section  C,  part  2,  sub-clause  iii * 

I am,  however,  in  a position  to  state  that  though  the  late 
Inspector  left  no  written  details  which  I can  avail 
myself  of,  he  carried  out  his  duties  in  a very 
conscientious  manner 


SHOPS  and  OFFICES  - 


Small  and  one  man  owned. 
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CAMPING  SITES  - 

During  the  summer  of  1933 > there  were  several  campers  in 
the  neighbourhood ; not  at  any  time  were  they  in  sufficient 
numbers  to  warrant  the  conclusion  that  any  particular 
piece  of  land  was  being  used  as  a general  camping 
ground.  Investigation  proved  that  these  individual 
campers  possessed  sufficient  knowledge  of  sanitation  and 
a desire  to  keep  the  vicinity  clean. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT  - No  factories. 


SWIMMING  BATHS  and  POOLS  - None. 


BED  BUGS  - None. 


SCHOOLS  - 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  is  satisfactory.  The 
water  supply,  however,  in  some  of  them,  shares  the 
conditions  of  the  village  and  which  have  been  reported 
upon  previously.  Darwen  School,  in  particular,  suffers 
in  this  respect.  This  is  not  due  to  indifference  on 
the  part  of  the  responsible  authority,  but  to  inability 
to  discover  a source  of  water  fit  for  human  consumption, 
in  spite  of  repeated  attempts. 

It  has  now  been  decided  to  attempt  to  restore  the  well 
which  three  years  ago  was  rendered  unfit  by  excavation, 
and  possibly  by  interference  from  evilly  disposed  persons. 
That  the  latter  kind  are  in  existence  in  this  neighbourhood 
is  proved  by  the  presence  in  well-bottom  of  carcases  of 
rabbits  and  other  animals. 


HOUSING  - 

For  reasons  already  mentioned,  I am  unable  to  furnish 

details  of  work  done  by  the  late  Sanitary  Inspector.  Many 
house  owners  received  orders  requiring  repairs  and 
alterations  to  property.  These  were  complied  with.  No 
Demolition  Orders  were  issued  nor  slum  Clearance  Schemes 
under  consideration* 

A full  time  officer  commenced  duties  on  the  1st  March  1939 
and  I have  instructed  him  to  make  a detailed  survey  of 
every  house  in  the  rural  area,  on  a card  index  system. 

With  regard  to  new  houses,  the  question  of  the  water  supply 
is  of  primary  importance,  and  in  the  case  of  houses 
built  by  the  Council,  must  receive  first  consideration^ 
During  the  year  there  were  only  four  new  houses  erected 
privately,  but  it  is  within  my  personal  knowledge  that^ 
many  private  individuals  have  been  deterred  from  building 
by  the  insistence  of  the  County  Council  upon  the  require- 
-ments  of  the  Road  Ribbon  Act  - an  Act  which  was  obviously 
intended  to  apply  to  rapidly  growing  districts  adjacent 
to  busy  industrial  centres® 
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) SECTION  *ET  - 

I have  personally  inspected  the  dairies  in  this  area  and 
have  found  them  satisfactory. 

No  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  examination. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  visit  every  farm  where  milk  is 
produced  and  consumed,  by  the  farmer’s  family  itself 
and  by  neighbours  who  come  to  the  farmer  for  milk.  In 
such  cases  it  cannot  strictly  be  said  that  the  milk  is 
offered  for  sale,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  in  the 
absence  of  registration  of  these  premises,  an  officer 
of  the  local  authority  can  enter  and  inspect. 

MEAT  - 

With  one  exception  the  Slaughter  Houses  are  satisfactory. 
This  exception  has  been  warned.  The  meat  produced  by 
him.  however,  is  clean  and  wholesome.  One  vendor  of 
meat  was  prevented  from  further  trading  because  his 
premises  were  unsuitable. 

Since  October  I inspected  the  killing  of  animals  at  each 
one  of  the  Slaughter  Houses,  and  examined  the  meat 
offered  for  sale.  Much  of  the  meat  so  offered  comes 
from  surrounding  areas.  There  is  close  co-operation 
between  the  officials  6f  the  Rural  Council  ana  these 
areas. 

NUTRITION  - 

No  public  instruction  given  by  the  local  authority. 

SECTION  »F«  - 

1 Scarlet  Fever  case  notified. 

2 Diphtheria  cases  notified  - 1 case  of  diphtheria  occurred 
at  a labour  camp  and  was  removed  to  hospital. 

No  deaths  from  infectious  diseases. 

TUBERCULOSIS  - 

There  were  4 new  cases  of  T;B.  notified  in  the  Rural  area. 
None  from  Penn al  C.P. 

4 people  died  from  T.B.  in  the  Rural  area.  None  from 
rennal  C.P. 

No  deaths  of  unnotified  cases  of  T.B. 

No  systematic  examination  of  milk  producers  and  venders  for 

the  presence  of  T.B.  has  been  made. 

There  has  been  no  need  to  apply  compulsory  measures  to 
remove  T.B.  patients  to  hospital. 
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